Aphorisms

for solo guitar

Kyle Bartlett



The guitarist may play as many of the Aphorisms
as desired, in any order, save for the following: if
“Whosoever is delighted in solitude...” is played,
it should be played first. If “Love is thus...” is
played, it should be played last. The guitarist
should read each aphorism aloud before playing
the corresponding piece.

These works were composed between 2017 and
2019. They are dedicated to Daniel Lippel.

- K.B.



Whosoever is delighted in solitude
is either a wild beast or a god.

Andante J = 60-66
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It needs a body that is incapable of adapting to family life,
to factory discipline, to the regulations of a traditional sex life,
and so forth. (If you find your body refusing these "normal" modes of life,
don't despair — realize your gift!)

Furiously anxious J = 144-152
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| Michael Hardt/Antonio Negri|




Breathing

There is no excellent beauty that hath not

start impossibly slowly

repeat many times, speeding up*

some strangeness in the proportion.
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Francis Bacon



Whom the gods would destroy, they first make mad.

Increasing J=104
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When music itself is helpless to save us,
a dagger gleams before our eyes; nothing sustains us
except perhaps the fascination of crime.

Like a premonition J=72
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Solon the lawmaker was a sage, but Orpheus the enchanter was a magician.
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Man comes into this world knowing nothing,

and leaves it knowing even less.

Theatrically J=69
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It is impossible to achieve the aim without suffering.
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| John G. Bennett, via Robert Fripp |




There 1s more wisdom in your body
than in your deepest philosophy.

Elegantly dancingJ =63

nails pluck over i it
# between saddle sounding pitc
# T \strings v do not rush 3 as before s
(. £ I - E £ | r2 %
Dl — 14
< = oy > p
mf f mf f
heavy scratch
6 fy fy pressing into
_9 - v & -y & ~ sound hole
Y 4 - < I < 2 I < Y ] b I I -
D e e |4 1
[Y) X X e
= = ©2-
mf f mp mf f mp J?
2 _ #y # £y
_9 & & v \4 v
Y 4 I I < vl < < vl <
©® - & S S S
o T, 2T
Vid Nid Friedrich Nietzsche




We seek destruction from the beginning,
because it is waiting for us at the end.

Resisting J=56
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Elias Canerti



Love is thus necessarily collective and expansive
in the sense that it increases our power and hence our joy.
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